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Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning

It is a great pleasure and honour to be asked to speak today at this ceremony to celebrate the delivery of the TPG 500 hulls sections. As Rob has mentioned this is a significant milestone for the project and effectively marks the transition of the project to Baku. It also marks the end of 12 months hard work in Singapore that builds on 3 years of work before that to take us to this day.

Today makes a number of statements:

It firstly talks to VALUES.

The plaque presented by Rob to Mr Tong acknowledges that more that 4 million man-hours have been completed in Singapore without a loss time accident or injury. Safety is about more than numbers – it is about people. The 4 million man-hours achieved shows that the people who work on Shah Deniz are prepared to take the time to care for their own safety and also the safety of the people who work with them and for them. I was fortunate to be able to attend the Singapore annual safety award ceremony last week at which Keppel Fels were presented with a Silver award for their work on Shah Deniz. I believe that it is fitting that not only that the safety performance has been acknowledged by BP but also nationally in Singapore.

Today also talks about DELIVERY:
In the first week of March 2003 I visited Singapore and re-opened a conversation with Mr Tong and Mr Michael Chia which had started originally in 2002. The conversation set a challenge to Fels – to join the project and under very difficult circumstances, to take responsibility for fabrication and outfitting of the TPG500 hull.

Within 4 weeks of that initial conversation Fels has mobilised a team of design engineers to the Project offices in Paris. Less than 12 weeks later Fels struck steel for the TPG500 on 21 July 2003.

In the 12 months since, Keppel Fels have achieved every milestone set by the project displaying a capability and performance level that very few other companies in the world could have achieved.

I have been in here in Singapore with the site for the last 3 months and have been deeply impressed by the level of professionalism and commitment to the project – commitment which goes beyond the Singapore work phase and which sets a delivery standard that we must look to maintain going forward.

Today also gives me the opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of the many companies and individuals who have worked to make today’s celebration possible.

Firstly I would like to thank the management and staff of Keppel Fels. Mr Tong and Mr Chia have stayed closely linked with the project since it’s beginning and have re-enforced Fels senior management commitment to Shah Deniz. 

I would like to thank Mr Keith Teo, Project Manager for Shah Deniz for his hard work and the energy and focus he ahs brought to managing the Fels team. I would like also to thank Mr B H Woo who joined the project for its final phases to bring his experience to driving the Singapore work to closure.

I would like to thank all of the BP Offshore delivery team in Singapore including those people from Technip, KCA and TMOL who have been seconded into this team.

I would like to acknowledge specifically the efforts of Mr Albert Chapuis who has been the BP Site Manager here in the Pioneer Yard, who together with Mr Andrew Tozer, the BP representative for eth project, has built an effective and integrated team which has supported the Keppel Fels delivery. Albert I believe plans to retire after this project after more than 27 years working in the construction industry. This experience together with that of the other team members has been the key to delivering today’s success.

I would like also to acknowledge the work of the Project teams in Paris and Baku who have supported the site and again without whose hard work today would not have been possible.

While today celebrates the delivery of the TPG 500 hull strips - in parallel with this work Keppel Fels have been completing fabrication of the Living Quarters for the facility and it is planed to loadout these modules on 12 August this year. This represents another significant success and achievement and I would like to thank Mr Steve Cross and Mr Kevin Quinn for their leadership on this work.

Finally we must acknowledge the contribution of Mr See Keng Low to today’s success.

SK was the Keppel Fels project director for Shah Deniz and as many of you may know SK passed away on 17 June this year after a short illness.

SK joined Keppel Fels from Sembawang Ship yard in 1980 – I understand that this was as a result of some coaching from Mr C H Tong who convinced SK that his experience in structural steel fabrication and construction would be better utilised by Keppel Fels.

In his 24 years with Fels SK was involved in many successful project and was also responsible for establishing Fels facilities outside of Singapore. He worked with M Fels and also in setting up the Fels Setal facility in Brazil. I found out only recently that he was also one of the first Fels people to visit Baku and was part of the team which set up the CSC facility at which some of our in country work is now being performed.

Everyone who met SK were struck by his warmth and kindness, by his great experience and by his professionalism. He made many new friends within the Shah Deniz team and we share the sadness and great sense of loss felt by his family and many friends within Keppel Fels.

Our sympathies and best wishes remain with his wife and family.

Could I now ask you please to stand to allow us to observe one minutes silence as a mark of respect for SK and to acknowledge his contribution to Shah Deniz.
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